Pertuzumab: a new anti-HER2 drug in the management of women with breast cancer.
Pertuzumab is a humanized monoclonal antibody targeting HER2 that is different from trastuzumab in that it binds to a different domain of HER2; hence, combining the two drugs leads to a more comprehensive blockade of the receptor. This is the first drug to receive fast-track approval from US FDA based on the pathologic complete response (as the primary end point) attained in patients treated with neoadjuvant chemotherapy for breast cancer. Pertuzumab is approved in first-line treatment in metastatic setting both by FDA and EMA in combination with trastuzumab and docetaxel. Combining two targeted therapies ('dual blockade') will certainly escalate treatment costs and it remains to be seen if this strategy will find its way in to the clinic for all patients.